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! There are midrashic suggestions that God partially forgave, or at least
mitigated the punishments of, Adam and Eve and Abel. Ishmael was said to
have become a penitent, and there are midrashic interpretations that
identify Keturah, the woman Abraham married after the death of Sarah, with
Hagar, implying that Abraham and Isaac were reunited and reconciled with
Sarah’s maidservant and her son.
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? David Konstan, Before Forgiveness: the origins of a moral idea.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.
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% Frans de Waal, Peacemaking among Primates, Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1989.
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* See Bernard Williams, Shame and Necessity, Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1993.
® Hannah Arendt makes this point in The Human Condition, Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1958, 241.
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