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V’ sponsorship of Covenant & Conversation. Maurice was a visionary
WOHL LEGACY philanthropist. Vivienne was a woman of the deepest humility. Together, they
were a unique partnership of dedication and grace, for whom living was giving.”

Limits

** KEY IDEA OF THE WEEK **
To protect the planet and the future generations, we need limits

@@ PARSHATSHEMINI
IN A NUTSHELL

Parshat Sheminthglastchapteof thdongsectiorthat Next, he pashadefinesome more lafes theKohanim
webegan in the 26hapter dbhemt We started withe such as not serving in the Sanctuary whileatbfmken
command to build tMishkar(the Tabernaclgndin and where théhanim can eat the sacrifigestlythe
Sheminithe building and preparationsfifenishedt is parsha descriltee dietary laws (kashrut), specifically
findly time to start using the Meshkpeciapriestly mentioningvhichanimals, fish, and bingscan eat
celebration®ok place to métie services beginning

. UESTION TO PONDER:
Butthehapy momensoon turned to sadnéBsgically, Q _ . )
two of AaronOs sdmsught a Ostrange fireO as a sacrifice Why do you thirkadav and Avihu were punished for

God andas punishmertipth sons died bringing astrangdire"?
Q THE
@\ CORE IDEA
The story of Nadav and AyiaronOs two eldest sons The simplestnsver, though, actuallghe ondoundin the
who died on the day Mishkarwas dedicated, is one of ToraHs description of the stoFiiey offeredtfange fire

the most tragic in the Torah. It turned a day that should  that was not commanded.O Why should they have slociea
have been a national celebration into one of deep grief  thing? And why was it so serious an error?
sadnes#haroris pain was so greatdwdd not speak.

sense of mourning fell over the camp and the people. God
had told Moshe that it was dangerous to have the Divine
Presence within the caBpgmoB3:3), but even Moshe
could not haywedicte something as serious as this

It is likely that in thisnie of great celebratitwey were

carried away by the mood of the moment. They acted in &
kind of ecstaglyom such deep japd passi¢pmnd

perhapthey lost contral)rheywere caught up by the

sheer excitement of dpeningf the first collective house
But vhatexactlglid Nadaand Avihu do wrongRere are of worship in the history of AvrahamOs children. Their
manyexplanatiosgiven by the Sages. Some say that they behaviour was spontaneous. They wanted to do somethir
wantedo lead the people and were impatiently waiting for extra, uncommanded, to express their religiousBetvour.
Mogsheand Aaron to die. Others say that their sin was that they went too fafhey should have followed the

they never marribdcause they tlghinowomernwere instructions that were given to them.

good enough fdrem. Othersaytheir sirwas that they

were drunkOthers say that they didastfoguidance as QUESTIONS TO PONDER:

to what they should do and what they waltonetdo 1.Why is itvrongto be creative atwiseekew ways to

do on this day. Yet another explanation is that tleel enter \yorship Godl

the Holy of Holieghereonly the High Priest was

permitted tga 2.How doourlaws prevent this from happening?



IT ONCE
HAPPENEDE

%’

Sometimes it takes a terrible trauma to bring what is important
to the forefront of our minds. As the world is ravaged by a
terrible disease with millions affected directly, millions more find
themselves trapped in their homes, glued to the terrible news
unfolding around the world, as governments desperately try to
keep them safe. A vibrant humanity that everyday woke up and
rushed to live their lives is suddenly forced to stop and stay
home.

Abruptly, with no warning, the things that had only last week
seemed important, like money and possessions, jobs and school
grades, travel plans and shopping trips, now have become
insignificant. Now we realise what is most important. Our
health, our family, and the friends and family we can’t be with
right now. Now we know the true value of those things. The
things that are really critical in life.

Now we have a new appreciation for the people that make our
lives possible. The everyday heroes in our lives. The doctors and
nurses, the first responders and key workers, such as shop
workers, farmers, teachers, delivery people, and refuse collectors.
Our lives would not be possible without these people.

Let's hope when this is all over and we have made it to the other
side, as we will, that our new sense of appreciation and gratitude
will not also return to how it was before.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER:

1.How has the coronavirus pandemic forced us to ta<e a
step back and recover a sense of our limitations?

2.Can wve find ways thriveunder sucstrictlimitation®

THINKING MORE
5’ DEEPLY

What was wrong wiNadav and Avihu actpgntaneoudly

by its own detailed rules, and nothing of significance was lef

Moshe had acted spontaneously when he broke the tablets affter discretion of tReest.

the sin of the Golden Calf. Centuries later, David would act
spontaneously when he danced as the Ark was brought into

Jerusalem. Neither of them was punished for their behaviour

(although Michal did reprimand her husband David after his
dance). What made Nadav and Avihu deserve so severe a
punishment?

The difference was that Moshe Waptzet. David was a
King. But Naaly and Avihu wéhgests. Prophets d€idgs

The Priest was the guardian of order. It was his job to maintain
boundaries, between sacred and secular, pure and impure,
'perfect and blemished, permitted and forbidden. His domain
was that @fe holy, the points at which the infinite and eternal
enter the world of the finite and mortal. As Golaedls iA

our parsha: OYou must distinguish between the sacred and
profane, and between the unclean and the clean; and you
teach the Israelites all the laws which the Lord has imparted

sometimes act spontaneously, because they both inhabit thethemthrough MdseO The key verbs foKtbteen were

world of time. Tilfiltheir functions, they need a sense of
history. They develop an intuitive grasp of time. They
understand the mood of the mérmaed what it calls for. For
them, today is not yesterday, and tomorrow will be different

again. That leads them, from time to time, to act spontaneou

because that is what the moment requires.

lehavdil, to distinguish, alakbrot, to teach. Thé@hen made
distinctions and taught the people to do likewise.

The Priestly vocation was to remind the people that there are limits.

%BZere is an orderth@ universe and we must respect it.

ontaneity has no place in the lifeRoiet$teor the service of
the Sanctuary. That is what Nadav and Avihu failed to hono

Moshe knew that only something as dramatic as shattering tHt might have seemed like a minor transgression but it was ir

tablets would bring the people to their senses and convey to
them how grave was their sin. David knbyd#mating

alongside the Atkavould express to the people a sense of theT
significance of what was happening, that Jerusalem was abo

to become not juke political capital but also the spiritual
centre of the nation. These acts of precisely judged spontan
were essential in shaping the destiny of the people.

ButPriests have a different role altogether. They inhabit a
world that is timeless, ahisal, in which nothing significant

fact a negation of evenghtheMishkarand thériesthood
stood for.

ere are limits. Thatlsovhat the story of Adam and Eve in
e Garden of Eden is about.didi@od go to the trouble of
creating two trees, the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowled

el‘%m which humanibgs are forbidden to eat? dithifle

tell the humans what the trees were and what their fruit coul
do? Why expose them to temptation? Who would not wish t
have knowledge and eternal life if they could acquire them b

changes. The daily, weekly and yearly sacrifices were alwaysileeely eating a fruit? Why plant thes@teegarden where

same. Every element of the servicélighikarwas bound



the humans could not but help see them? Why put Adam andNuclear energy, he says, is immensely powerful but at the s

Eve to a test they were unlikely to pass? time needs to be contained. He then says this:

God did thisstteach them, and us, that even inrEaen, "In the same way, the energy of the Jewish peapte has be
world of pradise, there are limits. There are certain things we enclosed in a different type of container, the law. That has a
can do, and would like tolut, we must not do. as a bottle inside which the spiritual and intellectual energy

: . . could be held; only because it could be held has it been pos
Today, he classic example is the environment. As Jared to make use of it. It has not merely exploded opeesatdis

Diamond has documented in his b@@ksGerms and Steel, . . . .
andCollapse, almost wherever human beings have set foot, the't has been hamessed as a continuous power E Contained

have left a trail of destruction in their wake. They have farmec%/ nergy Cﬁn dbe a drlv!ng forc:e ovs_r an |gdef|n|;[|e zerlod, .
lands to exhaustion and hunted animals to extinction. They Encontrohe energy 1s melre é/.a . '? ar:j usuatly le?ftrugtlve
have done so because they have not had, embedded in their ang. In human nature only disciplined energy iseffective
minds and habits, the notion of limits. Hence the concept, keylhat was thele of th&ohen, and it is the continuing role of

to environmental ethics, of sustainability, meaning limiting  halachah. Both are expressions of limits: rules, laws and

your exploitain of the EarthOs resources to the point where distinctions. Without limits, civilisations can be as thrilling an
they can renew themselves. A failure to observe those limits shortlived as fireworks. To survive they need to find a way o
causes human beings to be exiled from their own garden of containing emngy so that it lasts, undiminished. That was the
Eden. PriestOs role and what Nadav and Avihu betrayed by
introducing spontaneity where it does not belong-As Rees
Mogg said, Ouncontrolled energy is merely a big and usuall;
destructive bang.O

In The True and Only Heaven, Christopher Lasch argued that
the scientific revolutiand the Enlightenment endowed us
with the belief that there are no limits, that science and
technology will solve every problem they create and the earth believe that we need to recover a sense of limits because,
will continue indefinitely to yield its bounty. Forget limits and in our uncontrolled search for ever greater affluence, we
eventually we lose paradiseisthatwarninfpr all of us are endangering the future of the planet and betraying our
withinthe story of Adam and.Eve responsibility to generations not yet born. There are such

In a remarkable passage in his 1976 book on‘ifiation, things as fruit we should not edirage should not bring.

ReigningErro'n WI"Iam Reelylogg WaXGd eloquent ab'out the QUEST'ON TO PONDER:

role of Jewish law in securing Jewish survival. It did so by ) )
containing the energies of the @Bdplvs are, he said, Oa What do you think has caused the humém |csetheir
people of an electric energy, both of personality and of min¢ Pe€spective oine importance of limitstwe world?

FROM THE THOUGHT OF
RABBI SACKS

“One of the greatest challenges in free societies is to maintain a balance between the ‘I’ of self-interest and the ‘We’ of the common good.
We must be able to compete but also to co-operate. There is within each of us an ‘I’ that asks: ‘What's in it for me?” But there is also a ‘We’
that knows that ‘we are all in this together’.

I'would hope that we emerge from this long dark night with an enhanced sense of ‘We'. Never in my lifetime have we lived through a
period in which people in every country throughout the world are suffering the same fears, the same dangers, the same risks. When it comes
to real fundamentals like life and health, what unites us is greater than what divides us. Despite all our affluence and technological powers,

one tiny virus has brought humanity to its knees. From here on, we should never underestimate our vulnerability.”

The Mail on Sunday, 29* March 2020
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i AROUND THE

! SHABBAT TABLE

1. Why do you think there are so many different explanations for what Nadav and Avihu's sin was?
2. Why must we be daus with religious spontaneity? How do religious rules and laws help?
3. Howcan we appilyis message about the mapae of limsto ourownlive®



Do you want to wirkaren Aviv Weekday SidduEmaiCCFamilyEdition@rabbisacks.ovgth your name, age, city and your best
questiorbased otheideadrom theCovenant & Conversation Family Htiti@mts must be 18 or young&hank you to Koren
Publishers for kindly donating these wonderful siddurim.

EDUCATIONAL COMPANION

@@ 70 THE QUESTIONS

IN A NUTSHELL

1!

There are marrabbinic explanatidgasxplain their sifihetextstates that tierought@ strange fite theMishkanAs Aharod sons, they were
KohanimPriests, witlmportant responsibilities. BietytlidnOt follow the rules that Hashem had giveitttiemh here was a clear way that
Hashem had askedKlodanim tdoehavevhen conducting thualsin theMishkan Aharo® sons Nadav ahdhuhad ignorethisanddecidedo
instead dtheir own thing.

THE CORE IDEA

1!

2!

Although their tentions may have been pure, it is dangerous to use an emotional spontaneity to worship Hashem. This colids{and has ofte
led to destructive and impure results. An example from the Torah is the Golden Calf (where the people serimingtytheiddrymconnect to
God in the absence of Moshe their spiritual leader).

The complex laws of Judaism are designed to prevent this from happening, and Nadav and Avihu #ioored themselvds tocgetied away
bytheir own passiolthough passion and ematidefinitely encouraged in worship of Gddwttee the receptacle through which this passion is
chanriied The laws protect us from becoming overwhelmed with emotion and passion for God.

IT ONCE HAPPENEDE

1!

2!

Rabbi Sacks conclutties Covenant & Conversatthrthe belief thae need to recover a sense of htaitganity has Ideeirperspectiven what is
important in lifén our constant drivettoild and develop our world and create moreWedidbeen arrogant and demonstrated hubris, as we
progressed as a human race, believing technology and science could solve every problem and challenge. @sihpobeess magnsfnit, but
it has sometimes been at the expenseafuealuesral we have lost a sense of the important things inddeddrhis has forced us to withdraw
fromtherelentless race dradped u® take stocka many waytheworld is healintpelf (less pollutipior examplegs humanity withdrawiritto
some dgree While this may be temporary, we hope that the lessons we are learning will not be.

Sometimes limitatisriorce us to reconsider, to be creative,tey harder. Many pedplguarantinare connecting positively with one arimther
speaking moodtenvia video callslany havehanged the way they waigttedxercisinginovativelygr learn new hobbieExcitinginitiativedhave
started through socialdisewith strangereaming pito fundei®and volunteg¢ogdher. We have found new aggation forw key workers. We have
everfound ways &howsupport for key workaeisilst confied to our homdge countrywide clap®r thenatioralmedicaleamsDave Stutman once
wrote @Complacency isetlenemy of progréE$ienew limis and rulés place right naway seem severat we can always find wayentwect wh
each otheland sometimes underess, we can thrive

THINKING MORE DEEPLY

1!

Themagnificent progress and achievements of humankind in a relatively short space of time has led to an arrogemee Hodanéyesnfid
placed too much faith in science and technology, and lost its sense of perspective and responsibility. Weitipgrthathdmegeiy a sense of
perspective from the challenges it currentliéatzasand Avihu demonstrated sotineasfogance and hultmisnaiity isoftenprore ta They

believed they knew better how to connect and worship God. We must lsam Yieinked to remember that we are limited as a speciesdnd
to followthe guidance of God.

AROUND THE SHABBAT TABLE

1!

2!

3!

The fact that there are so many explanations for why they were punished is a reflection on the ambiguity tfeheirsss fodhd Torah. The
mostobviougxplanatiofipund in the verse and explained moigyfRabbi&ks that they demonstrated spontaneity imvtirship, is not easily
undersbad at the superficial level.

In the words of William Ré&exgg, asuptedabove'lincontrolled energy is merely a big and usually destruttiRelliamgs spontaneity can and has
led to destructive forces if not harnessed and controlled. Jewish hist@yamasleshthys, from the Golden Calf, to the various false messiahs w
haveencounteredReligious law contains and channels this energy safely.

Rabbi Sacks uses the environmerdastgie of amportant area where we can apply this message to our conterapdfimplt limits,

humanity has put the wellbeing of the planet and future generatideshaivesieen learning similar lessons during these challenging times livin
world with the coronavirus. The pandemic has forced us tq avitlidresogiseour limitations as a species. We pray we come oubofjthis str
than befordnaving learned some important lessons.



